
 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

ANNEXURE F 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
        

ANNEXURE G 
 

 

Statement by the Master of the Alpha Afovos: 

 

A section of the statement from the Master of the vessel pertaining to the helicopter and Marine Pilot operation was extracted and is 

tabled below.  

 

“The vessel completed loading a cargo of coal at berth 301, Richards Bay Coal Terminal, at 0850 hours on the 3rd September 2005.  

The discharge port for this coal cargo is Brindisi, Italy. 

 

A sailing time of 1100Z hours on the 3rd September 2005 was agreed upon with the vessel agent, who then contacted Richards Bay 

Port Control and organised a Marine Pilot to board/sail the vessel at the time.  Bridge gear was tested and engines placed on

standby by 1000Z hours, in preparation for sailing. 

 

The marine pilot arrived on board the vessel at 1110Z hours, being transported to the vessel by car.  He was met at the gangway 

and escorted to the bridge by the second officer.  At this time the pilot enquired if a helicopter could land on the deck of the vessel, 

and the second officer advised that it could land on No. 4 hatch covers. 

 

During the pre-departing discussion between myself (master of the vessel) and the marine pilot, it was again confirmed that a 

helicopter could land on the vessel’s No. 4 hatch covers. 

 

The vessel completed unberthing, and the tug released at 1125Z hours, with the vessel proceeding under its own power towards 

the entrance channel of the harbour.  At this time, the Chief Officer and his rescue team assembled at No. 3 hatch in preparation for 

the marine pilot to disembark by helicopter.  In addition to myself and the Marine Pilot, on the bridge of the vessel was A.B. Reiner, 

P. Bereber, who was on the ‘helm’, steering the vessel as required, and the duty officer, second officer, Gerrie P. Bacong. 

 

The extra second officer Ioannis Vrettos and deck apprentice officer Michail Aliprantis were summonsed to the bridge to 

subsequently escort and/or carry the marine pilot’s bags to the helicopter embarkation area at No. 4 hatch when required.  These 

two crew-members were present on the bridge when the Incident occurred. 

 

Conversation between myself (master of the vessel) and the marine pilot was carried out in English, with communication well 

understood, generally cordial and friendly.  There was an amount of pleasure craft activity in the harbour area in the form of jet ski’s 

and a yacht waiting to enter the channel and when I remarked on this, the pilot answered that it was Saturday, and that as soon as 

the vessel had sailed, where did I think the Pilot would be?  He was indicating that he would be relaxing/enjoying himself. 

 

All communication between the marine pilot, the Port and the helicopter was carried out by walkie talkie, and I did not hear any of 

the instructions.  As the vessel entered the harbour channel, the marine pilot advised me that he would be winched off the port 

bridge wing of the vessel. 

 

I objected to this disembarkation method, and insisted that the helicopter should land on No. 4 hatch covers.  However, at 1134Z 

hours the helicopter was adjacent to the main mast of the vessel, above the bridge wing, waiting to hoist the marine pilot, and the 

pilot re-confirmed the fact that he would be leaving via the port bridge wing of the vessel, despite my repeated objection. 



 

 

At 1134Z hours, the vessel was proceeding down the channel towards the anchorage area, with engines on half ahead, giving the

vessel a speed of 6.5 – 7 knots.  Wind at this time was NNE x Beaufort Force 5 – 6, which meant that the wind was blowing beam 

on to the port side of the vessel. 

 

At 1145Z hours the marine pilot fitted the harness onto himself, while positioned on the port bridge wing, and the helicopter

commenced winching him up.  I was situated at the starboard radar console, conning the vessel down the channel.  The other four 

crew-members were also in the bridge area, this to escape the down draft caused by the helicopter. 

 

While situated at the radar console, I heard a “pop pop pop pop” noise from the helicopter, indicating that it was possibly in trouble.  

I did not see what actually happened.  However, due to the restricted area that the vessel was in, (inside the breakwater) I had to 

continue steaming out to sea to ensure the safety of the vessel and crew. 

 

The second officer, Ioannis Vrettos had rushed onto the starboard bridge wing of the vessel, and reported that the helicopter was in 

the sea on the starboard quarter of the vessel, upright but with its nose underwater.  Crew had thrown life rings into the water to 

assist with possible rescue of helicopter crew.   

 

At 1146Z hours I advised the Richards Bay Port Control by VHF, Channel 16, that the helicopter had crashed into the sea in GPS 

position: S 28° 48,7 E 032° 05,8. 

 

Once cleared of the harbour entrance, I was requested by Port control to anchor off the port, this to assist with enquiries into the 

incident”. 

 

 

Statement by the Chief Officer of the vessel (Alpha Afovos): 

 

“When the vessel had left the Coal Quay, and was proceeding towards the harbour access channel, at approximately 1120Z hours 

on 3rd September, I in conjunction with the Bosun and several ABS representing the rescue team for helicopter operations, took up 

position at the aft end of No. 3 hatch cover, rigging fire hoses and fire extinguishers in anticipation of the marine pilot departing the 

vessel by helicopter.  This operation expected to be carried out from No. 4 hatch cover, the designated helicopter access point of 

the vessel. 

 

As the vessel was proceeding down the harbour channel, I saw the helicopter approach and hover above the port bridge wing of the 

vessel. 

 

The helicopter was hovering approximately 6 to 7 meters above the bridge wing when the pilot was being hoisted.  I saw the marine 

pilot who was attached by a hoist wire to the helicopter, bend his legs to clear the vessel bridge wing bulwark/railing as he was 

being hoisted.   

 

As the marine pilot did this, the helicopter appeared to ‘wobble’, and the helicopter blades then struck the vessel. 

 

The helicopter then crossed from port to starboard side of the vessel, falling into the sea on the starboard side of vessel. 



 

I, and the rescue team rushed to the stern section of the vessel, and threw life rings into the water to assist with the rescue of the 

helicopter crew.   

 

There was no further action we could take at that immediate moment”.   

 
 
 
 


