
NEVER
MEANT TO FLY

Some things were Some seemingly harmless goods can be unsafe on board an aircraft 
due to variations in temperature and air pressure which can cause 
them to react dangerously, i.e., leak, ignite or explode. 
For safety reasons, some dangerous goods may not be carried in 
baggage or as carry-on in the aircraft cabin.

The following items CANNOT be carried in checked baggage or into the aircraft cabin:

The following items CAN be carried in checked baggage or into the aircraft cabin:

Other considerations

As a general rule, airline passengers cannot carry Dangerous Goods in checked 
baggage or into the aircraft cabin (carry-on baggage). The items shown here are just a 
partial list of forbidden Dangerous Goods that should not be carried by passengers.

Airline passengers may carry small amounts of some dangerous goods for passengers 
comfort and personal use, subject to quantity/size limits and other restrictions.

Airline passengers may carry 
small amounts of some dangerous 
goods for passengers comfort and 
personal use, subject to quantity/
size limits and other restrictions.

CONTACT YOUR AIRLINE OF 
CHOICE TO GET MORE GUIDANCE

Remember - this is not a complete 
list of all dangerous goods.

CONTACT YOUR AIRLINE OF 
CHOICE TO GET MORE GUIDANCE

Remember - this is not a complete 
list of all dangerous goods.

EXPLOSIVES
Fireworks, Flares, 

toy caps

GASES
Compressed, flammable, or toxic gases 

including oxygen, butane, propane, 
refrigerant gases for cars, and pressurized 

scuba tanks. e.g., butane gas cylinders,  
tear gas, mace or pepper spray

POISONS (TOXICS)
Including infectious 

substances; weed killers 
and insecticides

CORROSIVES AND 
OXIDIZERS

Including drain cleaners, paint 
strippers, pool chemicals, strong 

bleaches, mercury, alkalis,  
car batteries, and wet batteries.

FLAMMABLE MATERIALS AND LIQUIDS
Including fuels, lighter fluid, solvents, thinners, strike 

anywhere matches and some paints and adhesives. Any 
equipment that ever-contained fuel (e.g., camping stoves, 
chainsaws) must be completely purged of fuel residue and 

vapours. Most artist paints are non-flammable and permitted.

Some items, such as portable electronic devices powerd by lithium 
batteries, spare lithium batteries and electronic cigarettes are allowed 
in the aircraft cabin (carry-on) but are forbidden in baggage – including 

sky-check bags checked at the gate or plane side.

Medicinal and toilet articles that 
are dangerous goods; including 

aerosols (if nozzles are protected), 
hairsprays, perfumes, nail polish 
and remover, alcohol-based hand 
sanitisers, inhalers, antiseptics, 
insect repellents, etc. No more 
than 0.5 kg/L per container and  

2 kg/L total per person.

One book of matches 
or a lighter in carry-

on or on your person 
(in your pocket).

Note: Spare lighter 
fluid, butane, strike-
anywhere matches, 

and torch lighters are 
forbidden

Battery-powered 
wheelchairs and 
mobility devices 
when properly 

prepared. Contact 
your airline in 
advance for 
guidance.

Alcoholic 
beverages in 

unopened retail 
packaging, 

70% alcohol 
by volume). No 

more than 5 litres 
per person.

Dry ice 
in vented 

packages; up 
to (2.5 kgs) 

per passenger 
when used 

to pack 
perishables.

Small arms ammunition securely 
boxed; in checked baggage 

only. Cartridges up to .75 calibre 
and all sizes of shotgun shells 
are permitted when properly 
declared. Not more that 5 kg 

gross mass per person.
Note: The carriage of firearms 
is subject to security protocols. 

Contact your airline for guidance.

For more information, contact the SACAA dangerous goods at dangerousgoodsoperations@caa.co.za 

CONTACT YOUR AIRLINE OF 
CHOICE TO GET MORE GUIDANCE

HOVERBOARDS AND SIMILAR DEVICES CONTAINING 
LITHIUM BATTERIES
Many airlines have banned these items in both carry-on and 
checked baggage. Passengers who wish to travel  
with these vehicles should check with the  
airline concerned prior to travelling.

USE OF SMART BAGS 
Developments of innovative baggage with integrated lithium batteries, commonly 
known as “smart luggage” are being marketed and sold to the traveling public. 
These devices include integrated lithium batteries,  
motors, power banks, GPS, GSM,  
Bluetooth, RFID or Wi-Fi technology.  
The presence of the lithium batteries  
can contravene various regulatory  
requirements. These devices require  
careful attention – even if permitted by  
the applicable regulations.

Portable electronic devices (laptops, 
cell phones, cameras, etc.) can 

be carried onboard subject to the 
requirements for lithium batteries. 
Spare batteries must be securely 

packed with the terminals protected. 

Spare lithium batteries and 
electronic cigarettes are  

forbidden in checked baggage.

If you are using one of these bags, 
kindly declare it at check-in or contact 

your airline for guidance.


